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Protecting and enhancing public education since 1919 
  

Here We Go! 
We feared it might be coming, and it seems to 
have arrived. The Ford government has started 
to systematically attack some of our province’s 
most valued institutions. Just this past week 
the government’s sights returned to education 
again. 
OSSTF had already been preparing to hold 
“Information Rallies” across the province to 
remind MPPs about how valuable an 
investment education is, long before last 
week’s announcements on class sizes and 
hiring practices. We wanted to send a reminder 
prior the government finalizing their 
deliberations on this spring’s budget. Here in 
Renfrew County we want to remind our MPP 
John Yakabuski that he needs to advocate for 
NO CUTS TO EDUCATION when he goes into 
the Tory Caucus.  
I, along with the other local Presidents, recently 
sent a letter to Mr. Yakabuski on behalf of the 
members of District 28, where we shared that, 
“Any reduction in funding will be deeply felt in 
our local area, and have a negative impact on 
the students that our members serve.” We 
explained that a cut of 4% of our secondary 
teachers might mean a reduction of 72 courses 
for students in our Board. We asked him to 
come and spend a day in one of our 
kindergarten classes with the diverse needs 
they manage every day, then we asked him to 
imagine what it would be like if the few 
supports that currently exist were whittled 
away. I have included the letter in this 
newsletter on page 15 and I encourage you to 
contact your Member of the Provincial 
Parliament with the same message. 

In my December newsletter I included a photo 
of Mr. Yakabuski holding a “I support public 
education” sign at our recent Lobby Day at 
Queen’s Park. I am going to crop that picture 
and include it in this newsletter as a reminder 
to us all to hold our elected representative to 
that statement. This government was not 
elected with a mandate to save money at the 
cost of our world class public education system 
or the impact on Ontario’s future such cuts 
would make. 
I encourage you all to come, and bring your 
friends and family on February 7th to remind 
John, the public and ourselves of how 
important our Public Education System is! 
Poster for the event is on page 4. 

 

Consultations  
Speaking of cuts…this past Wednesday the 
Conservative government began 

“consultations” on Class Sizes and Hiring 
Practices in Ontario Schools. OSSTF has 
developed some “speaking points” to help 
guide members who are encouraged to give 
personal feedback to the government on these 
topics. I have included the speaking points on 
pages 6 to 14 . Make sure you submit your 
responses by February 22nd to the correct 
address -  
CLASS SIZE ENGAGEMENT & KINDERGARTEN: 

EDULABFINANCE@ontario.ca 
HIRING PRACTICES:  
PTPSB@ontario.ca 

Retirement Workshops 

OTIP will be holding two Retirement 
Workshops this spring, one in Renfrew on April 
3 and one in Pembroke on April 4. (see page 3 
and 4 for more information and a link for 
registration.) If you have never been to one of 
these workshops, I strongly encourage you to 
go! 

Board Calendar  
The Board has approved our school year 
calendar for next year. It still must receive 
Ministry approval, but it is almost 99.9% certain 
to remain the same. I have included the 
calendar on page 5.  

 
6 Winter Activities for the 
Outdoor Enthusiast 
To learn more, visit 
www.otipinsurance.com/article34 
 

In Solidarity!  
Jeff 
 

http://www.otipinsurance.com/article34
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OSSTF District 28 Renfrew is now 
on Facebook – come and join our 

group! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phone: 613-585-2899 

Email: osstf28@gmail.com 

Website: www.osstfd28.ca 

Twitter: @osstfd28 

Facebook: OSSTF District 28 Renfrew 
 

 

mailto:osstf28@gmail.com
http://www.osstfd28.ca/

